
April 19, 2016 
 
 
 
To the Stanford Administration, Board of Trustees and Faculty Senate: 
 
As alumni of Stanford University, we write to express our serious concerns about the Stanford 
Campus Climate Survey on sexual assault. 
 
Both faculty and current students have criticized the Campus Climate Survey. We agree with the 
concerns they have expressed. One problem is that Stanford did not use the methodology that 
was adopted by the Association of American Universities (AAU) and used to conduct surveys at 
many of our peer schools, including Harvard, Yale, Dartmouth, Brown, and two dozen others. 
Moreover, Stanford’s chosen methodology and presentation of data produces misleading results. 
For example, Stanford has made much of the finding that just 1.9% of its students experienced 
sexual assault, but the 1.9% figure averaged together the experiences of men, women, and 
gender-diverse students. Similarly, the 1.9% figure—as well as other statistics—is derived from 
a considerably narrower definition of sexual assault than the definition used by the AAU survey 
and most of our peer institutions. Under Stanford’s definition, some behavior that would 
constitute a felony would be classified as “sexual misconduct,” rather than as assault. These and 
other problems seriously undermine the value of the survey in addressing sexual assault at 
Stanford. 
 
In a student body referendum on April 11, 90.6% of voters wanted to re-administer the Campus 
Climate Survey to correct its various flaws.  This is an overwhelming expression of preference. 
Yet Stanford has already stated that it will not administer an improved survey that adopts the 
AAU methodology or otherwise responds to the many concerns that critics have raised. 
 
As alumni of Stanford, we are deeply troubled by the administration’s efforts to trivialize the 
concerns of so many current students and faculty. We believe that it is of paramount importance 
to collect accurate information about sexual assault. A methodologically sound survey is a 
necessary prerequisite to creating and administering policies relating to sexual assault—an issue 
that profoundly affects the health and well-being of so many members of the Stanford 
community. This issue is particularly important given the recent high-profile incidents of sexual 
assault that have occurred at Stanford. 
 
We hope that Stanford will reconsider its disappointing refusal to administer an improved 
survey. If it does not, we and many other alumni will be forced to reconsider our voluntary 
financial support of the university. 
 
Yours very truly, 
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